Talking points for meeting of H.E Salome Zourabichvili, President of Georgia with H.E. Filippo Grandi, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

Geneva, June 2019

ცნობისთვის 2019 წლის 23-30 მარტს, საქართველოს გაერო-ს ლტოლვილთა უმაღლესი კომისარიატის (UNHCR) ევროპული ბიუროს დირექტორი, პასკალ მორო ეწვია. ვიზიტის ფარგლებში, პასკალ მორომ ორმხრივი შეხვედრები გამართა საქართველოს პრეზიდენტთან, საგარეო საქმეთა, შინაგან საქმეთა და საქართველოს ოკუპირებული ტერიტორიებიდან დევნილთა, შრომის, ჯანმრთელობისა და სოციალური დაცვის მინისტრებთან. ასევე, შეხვედრა გაიმართა შერიგებისა და სამოქალაქო თანასწორობის საკითხებში საქართველოს სახელმწიფო მინისტრთან. ვიზიტის ფარგლებში, პასკალ მორომ მოინახულა ოკუპირებული აფხაზეთი, ადგილზე გაეცნო სიტუაციას საოკუპაციო ხაზთან და წეროვანის დევნილთა დასახლებაში.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ცნობისთვის UNHCR-ის განახლებული პრიორიტეტების მიხედვით, ნაცვლად რეგიონული წარმომადგენლობებისა, აქცენტი მეტად გაკეთდება ეროვნული წარმომადგენლობების გაძლიერებაზე, აღნიშნულიდან გამომდინარე, UNHCR-ის წარმომადგენლობას სამხრეთ კავკასიაში (აზერბაიჯანი, საქართველო სომხეთი) მანდატი შეეცვლება და ახალი სახელით იფუნქციონირებს: UNHCR Representation in Georgia. 
· The Government of Georgia expresses its gratitude to the UNHCR for its invaluable assistance in providing durable solutions for the displaced populations, and enhancing institutional capacity of the state agencies in addressing the problems of the displaced. 
· We are also grateful for the work of the UNHCR Regional Office and are highly committed to continuing our fruitful cooperation. 
Internally Displaced Persons in Georgia:
· The Government of Georgia spares no effort to ensure Durable Housing Solutions (DHS) for IDPs and to facilitate their integration into society.
· In this regard, the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia carries out multiple accommodation programs including Mortgage Loan Repayment program and Rural Housing program, where along with housing IDPs get arable land they can use for their livelihoods. It also purchases living spaces from construction companies and private owners for IDPs in different regions of Georgia and transfers the living spaces into their private ownership. In addition, the Ministry provides financial assistance and covers rent costs for vulnerable IDP families. 
· As a result, out of 282,633 IDPs (90,002 families), 114,139 (39,780 families (44%)) had received durable housing. However, the scale of housing needs remains high.
· The Government has carried out numerous activities in order to support integration of IDPs. Since 2009, IDPs can privatize their living spaces and consequently, they have a sense of security and motivation to integrate in the places of their settlement. Secondly, in the process of allocation of housing, IDPs can choose where they want to be settled, hence, they have less obstacles with integration. 
· Regardless of state efforts to accommodate IDPs (state budget for IDP accommodation has doubled in recent years), and assistance of donor organizations, the Government of Georgia cannot manage to solve IDP housing problem without the assistance of international partners.
· Since 2015, after the Livelihood Action Plan was adopted with the support of UNHCR, the Ministry works towards increasing livelihood opportunities for IDPs by implementing different livelihood programs.
IDP allowance reform
· IDPs have a choice to apply for the Targeted Social Assistance, as non-IDP population, or opt for the “IDP monthly allowance”, which they receive according to their status, based on the “Law of Georgia on Internally Displaced Persons”. The Government of Georgia agrees with the recommendation of the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of IDPs about the necessity to transition from the status based IDP assistance to the needs-based assistance. 
· The process of consultations with IDPs and other stakeholders in order to elaborate a new model of IDP assistance is ongoing. 

Asylum seekers, refugees and humanitarian status holders:
· UNHCR has played very important role in setting up the integration center, which increases integration opportunities for persons in need of international protection. 
· Integration program in Georgia guarantees the right of their social, economic, and cultural integration. They have access to accommodation, health, pre-school and school education, free legal aid and other state services.
· The Government has active cooperation with UNHCR regarding provision of socio-economic assistance to refugees and humanitarian status holders. In this regard, we are grateful for all the support we had received from the UNHCR’s Regional Office.
· We achieved notable success through the cooperation with UNHCR and I hope that we can continue this cooperation on critical issues related to the displaced people in Georgia.

Peaceful Conflict Resolution:
· Emphasize on the alarming security, human rights and humanitarian situation in the occupied territories which deteriorates daily (See Annex).
Steps towards factual annexation, ceasefire violations, intensified military build-up, continuous installation of barbwires, restriction of freedom of movement and education in native language, ethnic discrimination, arbitrary detentions and kidnappings, torture, deprivation of life. 
· Express concern that Russia and its occupation regimes use the human rights issues for manipulation and political purposes, undermining Georgia’s and international efforts for peaceful conflict resolution.
· Underline that severe security and humanitarian situation on the ground requires the presence of international security and human rights mechanisms in both occupied regions.
· Stress the vital importance of keeping the issue of grave human rights and humanitarian situation in the occupied regions high on UNHCR’s agenda. Stress the importance of international society being vocal on illegal processes in Georgia’s occupied regions, constant violation of human rights and discrimination of ethnic Georgians.
· Stress the importance of international support to the "Otkhozoria-Tatunashvili List" — a list of 33 persons accused and convicted of grave human rights violations in the occupied territories with the aim to end impunity, prevent further HR violations and aggravation of humanitarian conditions of conflict-affected population.
· Reaffirm the commitment to the peaceful conflict resolution policy that relies on the tasks of de-occupation of Georgian territories by Russia on the one hand, and on reconciliation and engagement between the war-torn communities on the other. 
· Reconfirm that GoG attaches high priority to the effective use of the Geneva International Discussions (GID) and Incident Prevention and Response Mechanisms (IPRMs) in Gali and Ergneti. 
· Express concern on Russia’s destructive approach aimed at deliberately hindering the progress in GID and undermining the IPRMs. IPRMs in Ergneti resumed in December, while Gali IPRM have been blocked for almost a year. 
· Highlight the necessity of discussing the issue of the return of the IDPs and refugees to their homes in the GID as it is the core topic of the GID mandate.
· Express appreciation for Mr. Johannes Van der Klaaw’s (former UNHCR representative in Georgia) dedication and valuable engagement in the Geneva International Discussions and express importance of continuation of participation of his successor in the Humanitarian Working Group in GID.
· Highlight that launching the peace initiative “A Step to a Better Future” is a clear demonstration of commitment of the government of Georgia for reconciliation, engagement and confidence-building between the war-torn communities. The initiative is aimed to foster people-to-people contacts, and improve the humanitarian, social, and economic conditions of people living in Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions.
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